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Certification of Functionality in EmergencY Situation 

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (hereinafter '·The 

Company") hereby certifies that it is able to function in emergency situations as set forth 

in §54.202(a)(2). 1 The Company's critical network infrastructure is designed to remain 

functional in emergency situations without an external power source, is able to reroute 

traffic around damaged facilities. and is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from 

emergency situations as required by Section 54.202(a)(2). The Company can take 

reasonable steps to reroute traffic around damaged facilities and manage traftic spikes 

throughout iL~ network. a..<> emergeoC) situations require. 

Specifically, each central ofricc building is supplied with standb)' generators and 

battery back-up that enable the central office to keep running until power is restored so 

long as fuel js available and the facility can be safely accessed, or until reasonable system 

changes are made to reroute traffic. 

The capacity of the Company to function in emergency situations encompasses 

both voice and broadband. 

Section 54.202(a)(2) requires ETCs that are designated by the Commission to " demonstrate its ability to 

remain functional in emergency situations, including a demonstration that it has a reasonable amount of back

up power to ensure functionality without an external power source, is able to reroute traffic around damaged 

faci lities, and is capable of managing traffic spikes resulting from emergency situat1ons." 



Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. 

Description of Tribal Engagement 

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (hereinafter "the Company"), study area 

391640, provides services to a small area on the Yankton Sioux Reservation. On September 26, 

2013, by letter sent via certified mail to the Tribal Chairman, the Company requested a joint 

meeting with the Yankton Sioux Tribe to exchange information and discuss issues related to the 

deployment and provisioning of communications services on Tribal lands. The Company did not 

receive a response to the first letter; therefore, a follow up letter was sent via certified mail to 

the Tribal Chairman on November 21, 2013. No response was received from the follow up 

letter. 

In accordance with provisions in the FCC's USF and ICC Transformation Order, paragraphs 636 

and 637, and 47 CFR 54.313(a)(9), Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. will 

again attempt to organize a joint meeting with the Yankton Sioux Tribe in 2014. If successful 

the Company, with Tribal input, will continue to evaluate the need for future service 

deployments on Tribal lands while working to overcome challenges associated with right-of

way and permitting processes. The feasibility and sustain ability of communications services on 

Tribal lands will be discussed and the Company will, with assistance from the Tribal authorities, 

attempt to identify additional steps that can be taken to make essential communications 

services deployed on Tribal lands both feasible and sustainable. The Company and Tribal 

authorities will also discuss and explore ways in which they can coordinate to ensure that 

services are marketed on triba l lands in a manner that will relate to the community and 

resonate with consumers, with the aim of increasing service adoption. 

1'.0. Bo'l: 411 • .J J 5 Crown Street, Wnll. SD 'ii790 • 60;-279-2161 • Fnx: 605-279-2727 • info@:):(oldcml'est.com • wml·.golden\\<'St.<·om 
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~~~~M~~N~ · · · 
Lifeline Terms and Conditions 

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative. Inc. offers Lifeline program-supported service to qualified 
low-income residential consumers for one telephone line per eligible household. The Lifeline program 
provides discounts to eligible low-income consumers to help them establish and maintain telephone service. 
Lifeline assistance lowers the cost of basic. monthly local telephone service. Eligible consumers can 
receive $9.25 per month in discounts. In addition. the Federal Universal Service Charge is not assessed 
to consumers participating in Lifeline. Toll Blockmg prevents the placement of all long distance calls for 
which a subscriber would be charged. Toll blocking is available to eligible consumers at no cost. 

Lifeline Program Eligibility Information 

Program Based E!iqibllitv 

Consumers are eligible for Lifeline if they, one of their dependents or their household participate in one of 
the following qualifying assistance programs: 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
Federal Public Housing Assistance (Section 8) 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP} 
Medicaid 
National School Lunch Program's Free Lunch Program 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF} 

Lifeline applicants must present documentation demonstrating eligibility either through participation in one 
of the qualifying federal assistance programs or through income-based means. 

Acceptable documentation of program-based eligibility includes: current or prior year's statement of benefits 
from a qualifying state, federal or Tribal program: notice letter of participation in a qualifying state, federal 
or Tribal program; program participation documents; or another official document evidencing the 
consumer's participation in a qualifying state, federal or Tribal program. 

Income Based Eligibility 

In addition, consumers are eligible for Lifeline if their household income is at or below 135% of the federal 
poverty guidelines. 

2014 Federal Poverty Guidelines- 135% 

Household Size 48 Contiguous T Aiaska I Hawaii l 
' 

States and D.C. i I 
1 $15,755 $19,683 $18,117 I 

$21 ,236 $26,541 
·-

2 . $24,422 I 

3 $26,717 $33,399 $30.726 
4 $32,198 ' $40.257 $37,031 
5 $37,679 $47.1 15 $43,335 
6 $43,160 $53 973 $49,640 
7 $48 641 $60 831 $55,944 
8 $54 122 $67,689 $62.249 
For each additional $5,481 $6,858 $6.305 

_QE!rson. add I 
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Acceptable documentation of income eligibility includes: prior year's state. federal or Tribal tax return; 
current income statement from an employer or paycheck stub; social security statement of benefits; 
Veterans Administration statement of benefits; retirement/pension statement of benefits; 
unemployment/workmen's compensation statement of benefits; federal or Tribal notice of letter participating 
in General Assistance; or a divorce decree or child support award or other official document containing 
income information. 

Tribal Eligibility 

A subscriber who lives on Tribal lands and is an eligible resident of Tribal lands is eligible for Tribal Lifel ine 
service or Tribal Link Up if the subscriber, one or more of the subscriber's dependents. or the subscriber's 
household participates in any of the above-listed qualifying assistance programs or one of the following 
Tribal-specific federal assistance programs: Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance; Tribally 
Administered Temporary Assistance for Needy Families; Head Start (if income eligibility criteria are met); 
or the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR). Tribal subscribers may also qualify if the 
household income is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. 

Numbers of Minutes-of-Use Provided as Part of l ifeline Proaram Service 

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative. Inc.'s Voice Lifeline service includes unlimited local 
minutes-of-use within the toll-free calling area. Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc.'s Voice 
Lifeline Plan does not include any free minutes-of-use for toll. Toll is billed at the standard toll rate 
depending on which interexchange carrier the consumer subscribes to for toll service. As part of the Lifeline 
service, toll blocking is available to eligible consumers at no cost. 

Subscribers may receive the Lifeline credit on any type or grade of local service, including bundled services 
that are normally offered by Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative. Inc. Advertised rates do not 
include any applicable taxes or surcharges. 

Recertification of Lifeline Eligibility 

lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility annually. Failure to properly recertify a recipient's 
continued eligibility for the Lifeline program will result in termination of the Lifeline recipient's monthly 
lifeline discount and de-enrollment from the Lifeline Program. 

Additional Lifeline Proaram Information 

The lifeline program is limited to one benefit per household. consisting of either wire line or wireless service. 
A household is defined. for purposes of the Lifeline program. as an individual or group of individuals who 
live together at the same address and share income and expenses. Lifeline is a government benefit 
program, and consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished 
by fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program. 
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OPERA11NG REPORT FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

Teleoo~nications cooperative, Inc. 

to I!US wllhin JQI/Q;)IJQ/Ierc/0111 ~IM Pfrlod. 

' " RUS &tlletln JU-1-2 R,cn llf lfltolltlol/an mly. 

CERTlFICATION 

DESIGNATION 

2013 

W• hereby crrt/f)' that tile entries In this repott 1M in 01:00rdonce witll the GCCOIIIIU tmd otlttr records cf the S)/#1110 and reflect till sllliW of lite $)'Item 
to the IH.Jt cf 011r btt1wledge and IMiitJ 
ALL INSURANCE REQUIREDBY7CFRPART 1788,CRAPTERXVD, R~ WAS IN FORCB DURJNG THE REPORTINCPERlODAND 
RENEWALS HAVE BJ:EN OBTAINED FOR ALL POLICIES. 

OUJUNc; "J"H£ nJUOJ) U)VIUUW BY THJ.S JU:POKI" PURSUANT "J'O I'AH'J' 171111 01< 7Cl'H CHAI'Tt:.K X VU 
(Cit«k one ot tile Alfolljng) 

I!) All olllle oblglllcnl unc1ar 11M RUS IOen dOO.I!Milla 
..,."" ~>-. Ulled n am maletlol.....-. 

Denny Law 

0 TIIM tM bean • dellult n lho lllflllment ollha ~-
u,...1haRUS loln dOOnenle. Sald<la!U~a)IW. 
apeclf.ca\ly daat>eclln the Telecom Operarng Rapat~ 

of Total Asse1a 



USDA-RUS 

OPERATING REPORT FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

ITEM 

SDOS08 

PERIOD ENDING 

December, 2013 

PRIOR YEAR THISY!AR 

Page2 of6 
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USDA-RUS 

OPERATING REPORT FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

INSTRUCTTONS • S.. RUS 1Juhlill17.._2 

BORROWER DESIGNATION 

800508 

PERIOD ENDED 

December, 1013 
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USDA-RUS 

OPERATING REPORT FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

INSTRUC170NS · See RUS Bulltfln 17#-2 

BORRCMER DESIGNATION 

500608 

PE.RIOD ENDED 

o-nller, 2013 

UD DATA INFORMATIO 1'1..!1£ ACCESS~ROUTE MR..!z.& m...QI.£! 
MobleWrelesa r---------------
~~I 
Ani a 1 
Tclal I I 
No. EXchanaes L -------·- ------------- - J 
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US DA-R US 

OPERATING REPORT FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

INSTRUCTIONS- SH RUS &1/lrin 1744-2 

~RDES~NA~ 

~ 

PERIOD ENDED 

Oee«nnler, 2013 
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USDA-RUS 

OPERATING REPORT FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

INSTRCJCTIONS- SH RUS Bul/efJn 1744-2 

BORROWER DESIGNATION 

800608 

PERIOD EI'I)EO 

December, 2013 



No. PloDI Employ• 

OPERATING REPORT FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

PART D. SYSTEM DATA 

h. _____ ~ 
.. _____ '"'i 

PAin !. TOLL DATA 

one) 
lnterwtate: 

Wnlll.lle: 

900508 

. Avtf111141~• 

• AVtt11ga Schedule 

PART F. FUNDS INVE.ST£0 IN PLAHT DURING YEAR 

INVEI'nii!NTI 

PART G. INVESTIIIENTS IN AFFLIA TID COMPANIES 

lncomer1.ou 

ThLIY" r 

• Cost Balla 

I eoetaa.• 

' 
I I 
L______ ------- --- - - -- J 
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USDA-RUS 

OPERATING REPORT FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

!December, 2013 

H. CURRENT DEPRECIATION RATES 

Are corporation's depreciation l'ltes approved by the regulatory aulhority 
with jurisdiction over the provision oftelepllone services? (Chwk one) YES • NO 

Page 6 of6 
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USDA-RUS 

OPERAT1NO REPORT FOR 
Tl:LECOMMUNICAT10N8 BORROWERS 

BORROWER DESIGNATION 

PERIOD ENDED 

SD0508 

Revllllon ~ 2010 
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USDA-RUS BORROWER DESIGNATION 

OPERATING REPORT FOR SDOSOS 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 

INSTRUcnONS ·See RUS Bull«in 1744-2 PERIOD ENDIID 
December, 2013 

NOTES TO THE OPERATING REPORT FOR TEU:COMMUNICA TIONS BORROWERS 
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USDA-RUS .BORROWER DESIGNATION 

OPERATING REPORT FOR 800508 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 
INSTRUCTIONS- See RUS Bulletin 1744-2 PERIOD ENDED 

December,2013 

CERTIFICATION LOAN DEFAULT NOTES TO THE OPERATING REPORT FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS 


